Phyto Plus”

Rotifer Culture Guide

Rotifers are very hungry animals and consume large amount of algae cells each day each one
consumes approx. 200 cells an hour x that by million rotifers

That’s a lot of algae so the average home grower of phyto will find it difficult to keep up. That's
where we come in we can supply you with concentrated phytoplankton

Or live phyto with very low costs much cheaperthan growingityourselves.

Alsowe can supply you with live rotifers and full kits to get you started.
Rotiferequipment list:

1. Good healthyrotifers (phyto plus) contact: sales@phytoplus.co.uk
2. R/owater

3. Salt

4. Our roti- Reactor 5 litres or 4-5 gallon bucket.

5. Ridgedtubingif notusingourreactor available from phyto plus we recommend not using air
stones as this can strip the rotiferculture

6 Smallair pump with air control valve
9. Algaesingle feed nannochloropsisisthe bestforrotifers from phyto plus (rotifer feed)

10. 53 micron filter

Physical parameters:



Temperature

A value of 20-24 °C is best

Light

Nolightisrequired forrotifers and bestavoided.

S.g

1.017 - 1.019

PH

7.00-8.00

Basic culture information:

If your using our roti - reactor: fill the vessel with saltwater witha s.gof 1.015 -1.017 have the air
pump so the bubbles are producing around 2 bubbles a second, this will need to be increased alittle
lateras rotiferculture increases in density (populations increase) thisisto cope with more oxygen
demand. if usinga 500ml bottle of our rotifers acclimatise the rotifers so the temperatures are
equilibrium, roomtemperature is fine pourinthe rotifers now add 0.5ml - 0.8ml of rotiferfeed this
isa little less feed used to start with as it takes a couple of days forthe rotiferculture to get going
and bacteriato colonise keepyoureye onthe colourof the culture wateritshould look like a nice
greentint(see chart), ifitclears withinfew hours add a little more rotiferfeed (see colour chart
below)

Leave you culture for about 3-4 days for the rotifers to settle (feeding each day), as they multiplyin
numbers they will consume more and more algae thisis the key that your rotifers are producing and
eatingthe algae. Onthe 3rd or the 4th day harvest 40-50% of your culture every day or every other
day this will keep your culture healthy and producing many fertile eggs.

key:l am adding enough algae? We recommend 2 feedings aday ratherthan 1 large feed oneinthe
morningand one in the eveningthisis normally around 1mlinthe morningand 1ml at night using
our roti-reactor.(you can use a little less algae)

If by the second feed the algae has cleared you will need toadd a little more algae the firstfeed
and so onthe keyisnot letting the tank clear completely



thislookslike ayellow tintand you can see through the vessel then they have run out of food and
thisisnot good forthe rotifer culture as this will shock the rotifers and may crash the culture. You
will pickit up aftera few attempts.

Keep checkingthe culture look through the containeras you will see more and more of the
rotifers (white specdots)

we recommend concentrating the rotifers through a 53 micron filter which are in our store rinse
rotifers underfresh water(R/0) forafew seconds

Andthere readyto feed youranimals. Replenish your culture with fresh saltwaterand algae and
repeatthe process daily orevery otherday.

Storage of rotifers:

Fridge shortterm

You can store rotifersinthe fridge (in salt water) if you don't plan on usingthem al thel best place
to store rotifersisinthe door of the fridge orthe top

Add enoughalgae sothey don't starve.
Add some ammoniaremovertothe culture. this will increase storage life by afew days.
Always keep the cap loose so the culture can retain oxygen.

we would notrecommend storing any live rotifers for more than 1 week.

Freezerlongterm

You can freeze concentrated rotifersinlow salt water @ 7- 10 pptadd nano and simply storeinice
cubesand use when needed.

Keysto remember:

Never use fish or coral tank water as this may contaminate your culture
Neverletyourrotifers run out of algae.

Neveruse justyeast based foods nanoisthe bestfood source for rotifers.
Strip downyour culture every 3-4weeks fora good clean.

Keepyoureye onthe culture.
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